




Camels Often Sit Down Carefully
PerhapsTheir Joints Creak
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Human Activity
Transformed ½ of world’s landmass

Most of world’s rivers dammed or diverted

Fertilizer plants produce more nitrogen than all
natural ecosystems

Fishing removes ⅓ of fish from coastal waters

Humans use ½ of world’s fresh water





The Sea Around Us
• 365 billion metric tons of carbon to the atmosphere
• 180 billion metric tons of carbon to the atmosphere via

deforestation
• 9 billion metric tons of carbon to the atmosphere/year

(increasing 6% annually)
• Concentration of CO2 in air is higher now than any point

in the last 800,000 years
• Every day each American adds 7 lbs. of carbon to the sea
• Will produce global temperature rise of 3.5°F to 7°F

Since the Industrial Revolution, humans have added…











































All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.

Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty.
Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes.

Bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction.

Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense of the poor and the earth.
Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,

to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united with every creature

as we journey towards your infinite light.
We thank you for being with us each day.

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle.

“A Prayer for Our Earth”
Encyclical Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home

His Holiness Pope Francis (Jorge Mario Bergoglio) 24 May 2015


