
Essay 4
Honors 102
Dr. Klodt

Hard to Believe: Yann Martel’s Life of Pi (2001)

Humanity vs. Nature Animalization of Humans
Humanity vs. Itself Humanization of Animals
Blindness vs. Sight: Literal and Symbolic Transformations: Interior and Exterior
Fear vs. Reason Cages: Literal and Metaphorical
Rationality vs./and Irrationality Free Will vs. Helplessness
Limits of Faith Life as Narrative
Atheism vs. Faith Ambiguity between Fiction & Nonfiction
Religion vs. Faith Subjectivity vs. Objectivity
Uncertainty as Essential to Belief Morality and Its Exceptions
Myth and Truth Savagery as Part of Human Nature 
Myth vs. Truth Identity and Alter Egos
Religion as Symbol God as Narrative
Religion as Story God as Absence
Adversity: Essential to the Human Condition

A) Thesis
Using any of the above themes, a combination of these themes, and/or your own ideas, 
brainstorm a preliminary interpretation of Life of Pi: What message(s) is the novel 
communicating? What meaning(s) does the novel convey? How do you interpret the 
novel? It is often helpful to do some free writing to get your ideas flowing and to 
stimulate analytical thinking.

1) Write a Cogent Thesis Statement 
Write and carefully edit your thesis statement considering the supporting 
arguments you plan to use and the interpretation you brainstormed above. As we 
discussed in class, your thesis statement will clearly state the goal of your essay, 
what your essay will show (or prove), and forecast the analytical 
interpretation at which you will arrive. Review Dr. Klodt’s slides for developing a 
successful thesis: bit.ly/102thesis

Avoid the temptation to use one of the above themes to rehash unoriginal 
platitudes (e.g.: “The message is just put your faith in God and everything will 
work out in the end!”). As university students, this essay—like every essay in this 
course—requires critical thinking to arrive at an analytical interpretation.

2) Outline
Write a preliminary outline of how you will structure your essay. Include the main 
arguments and examples you will develop to prove your thesis and in what order 
you will develop these ideas to arrive at your analytical interpretation.
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3) Preliminary Interpretation
In a few sentences, state the interpretation at which you will arrive. Based on 
your thesis and the development of your arguments, what message(s) is Life of 
Pi communicating? What meaning(s) does Life of Pi suggest?

Submit thesis, rough outline, and preliminary interpretation in your Essays Google Doc 
by Friday 30 March 2018 at 10:00a (Revised Due Date: Tuesday 3 April 2018 by 
5:00p). Any submissions or changes to your thesis, outline, or interpretation after the 
due date and time—as evidenced by the Version History menu—deduct 10% from the 
thesis grade.

B) Essay
Using your thesis statement, outline, and interpretation prepared above, write a cogent, 
well-structured, analytical essay on Life of Pi. Use MLA formatting (bit.ly/102mlaformat). 
Follow the formatting and content instructions on the handout “Guide to the Analytical 
Essay” (bit.ly/102essays).

Prior to submitting your essay, complete the following steps.
1) Identity Your Thesis
A cogent, well defined thesis establishes the goal of your essay. It clearly 
indicates the interpretation you will show (or prove) to your reader and forecasts 
your analytical conclusion. Identify your thesis statement by changing its 
typeface to bold.

2) Identify Your Analytical Conclusion
An analytical interpretation achieves the goal you established in the thesis 
statement. It articulates the interpretation you have shown (or proven) by 
revealing a deeper meaning of the text, articulating the message the text is 
communicating, and deepening the reader’s understanding of the text. Identify 
your analytical conclusion by changing the typeface of that sentence to bold.

3) Are You Done?
Not so fast! The goal of academic writing is to develop your analytical thinking 
skills. A common pitfall is not achieving a level of analytical thinking that produces 
a deeper meaning of the text you are studying. Therefore if you cannot easily 
identify the thesis or analytical interpretation from steps 1 and 2 above, then 
you have not finished your essay. 

Continue honing your thesis.
Continue editing your ideas.
Continue refining your conclusion.

Academic writing is difficult work requiring considerable time and effort. Carefully 
review, edit, and polish your essay. Writing is a process: The effort you invest 
now in careful revisions will yield long-term benefits in your ability to think 
analytically, write more profoundly, and ultimately earn higher grades.
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4) Honors College Pledge
On the last page of the essay, include the Honors College pledge and sign it:

On my honor, I pledge that I have neither given, received, nor witnessed 
unauthorized help on this essay.

Signature: __________________

Your signed Honors College pledge indicates that your essay is finished and Dr. 
Klodt may grade it.

Submit essay in your Essays Google Doc by Wednesday 4 April 2018 at 10:00a 
(Revised Due Date: Friday 6 April 2018 by 10:00a). Any submissions or changes to 
your essay after the due date and time—as evidenced by the Version History menu—
deduct 10% from the essay grade.
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