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In the first half of Civilization and its Discontents, Sigmund Freud challenges the 
compatibility of love with the interests of civilization and questions the ideal of an 
overarching love for humanity. Freud asserts, “A love that does not discriminate seems 
to me to forfeit a part of its own value, by doing an injustice to its object; and secondly, 
not all men are worthy of love” (82). 

After reviewing the first seven pages of Chapter 4 (pp. 77-83), apply Freud’s concept of 
love to a specific aspect of your own life. Making specific references to Civilization and 
its Discontents, write an analytical paragraph defending or refuting Freud’s 
conceptualization of love as applied to this specific aspect of your life.

In what ways does Freud’s definition of love apply to you personally? In what ways does 
Freud’s definition of love not apply to you personally?

Based on your analysis of Freud’s conceptualization of love, what meanings emerge? 
What does your analysis say about you and your identity? What interpretation(s) do you 
derive from your analysis of Freud’s theory of love?

•••••••

Academic writing is difficult work requiring considerable time and effort. Never submit a 
first draft. Carefully review, edit, and polish your analytical paragraph. Writing is a 
process: The effort you invest now in careful revisions will yield long-term benefits in 
your ability to think analytically, write more profoundly, and ultimately earn higher 
grades.

After your analytical paragraph, include the Honors College pledge and sign it:

On my honor, I pledge that I have neither given, received, nor witnessed 
unauthorized help on this essay.

Signature: __________________

Submit your analytical paragraph in your Essays Google Doc (in the Analytical 
Paragraph 1 section in your document “LASTNAME Firstname-Essays-Honors 101”) by 
Thursday 6 September 2018 at 10:00a. Any submissions or changes to your 
paragraph after the due date and time—as evidenced by the Version History menu—
deduct 10% per day from the paragraph grade. 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