
Honors 102
Spring 2018
Dr. Klodt

Research Paper and Presentation

Note the distribution of your grade according to our syllabus:
• Presentation of Research Topic 5%
• Research Paper 15%

To prepare the research paper, follow these steps:
1) Begin exploring topics related to our course theme of agency in contemporary 

culture. You may study agency in any of the myriad forms of culture (literature, 
film, painting, sculpture, dance, television, music, advertising, popular culture, 
daily life, and many, many others). Conduct preliminary research in our library to 
decide on an appropriate thesis from which you can develop an analytical 
interpretation.

2) Meet with Dr. Klodt at his office in Bondurant C-109—during office hours or by 
appointment (jasonklodt.com/contact)—to discuss your topic. 
• Bring a printed copy of your preliminary thesis statement, a rough outline of 

the paper, and a preliminary bibliography.
• During this meeting Dr. Klodt will help you hone your thesis and offer you 

guidance on developing the paper.
3) Research your topic. Include at least 4 critical sources to support your 

arguments.
• Use only academic caliber sources. That is to say, do not use superficial 

internet sources (e.g., Wikipedia). 
• Research the numerous sources available in our library collection (http://

umiss.lib.olemiss.edu/) and in the MLA International Bibliography (http://bit.ly/
um-databases).

4) Prepare a three minute explication of the topic you are investigating. Include…
a. an explanation of your thesis. 
b. key examples and supporting arguments.
c. your preliminary interpretations. 

You will present your topic in class on Tuesday 1 May 2018.
5) Develop and write the paper. Like the essays you have written this semester, the 

research paper should…
• Start with a specific thesis (What interpretation will you prove? What will your 

analysis demonstrate? Of what argument will you convince your reader?)
• Thoroughly develop your arguments (Use specific examples to illustrate your 

ideas and support your arguments. Explain the rationale behind your ideas. 
What meanings do they suggest?)

• Guide your reader to an analytical interpretation of this manifestation of 
agency (What interpretations does it suggest? What meanings does it convey? 
What messages does it communicate?) 

• Use MLA formatting.
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6) Due Date: Submit research paper in your Essays Google Doc by Friday 11 May 
2018 at 5:00p. Any submissions or changes to your research paper after the due 
date and time—as evidenced by the Version History menu—deduct 10% from the 
research paper grade.

As always, if you would like any help or advice (including the formation of the thesis, 
structure, development of ideas, effective examples, analytical interpretations, 
formatting, or grammar), do not hesitate to ask Dr. Klodt.

¡Mucha suerte!
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